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1. As alluded to in paragraph 2 of ref tel, Emboffs have 

for some time maintained very private confidential contacts 

(retired) 

with a senior Army intelligence official/and one of his 
civilian aides. Discussions have generally centered on 
the US human rights policy and implications for Argentina. 

2. In June, these Argentine officials prepared a two page 

assertedly 

report on the US human rights policy ^xa gg o ag te gg o ^ 
tobapetxsdabcoec at the request of President Videla and Army 
Commander General Viola. The report mainly outlined the 
legislative and historical background of the human rights 
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I rejected | 

. _ issue and xdxfcDsancExJc the notion -- often discussed in 

Argentina — that the US human rights policy was 

engineered principally to weaken Marxist regimes by 

its superior ideological strength. 

3. Based on USICA reprints of US human rights policy 
statements dating from early 1977, the officials are 
continuing to study and prepare reports on the US 
human rights policy and its implementation worldwide. 
The~project , according to the officials, is meant 

to help Argentine security forces understand the US 
policy, soften their negative "gut" reaction to human 
rights as a code word for intervention and leftist 
propaganda, and contribute to the re-education of 
security forces to abandon operation^ "excesses" 
and return to lawful security procedures. General 
Viola, we are told, is aware of and supports this 
project. 

4. On September 22, Emboff met with the senior 
official and four of his staff, including two 
lawyers, a historian and a psychologist, at their 
request, to discuss the US policy for their report 
in progress. The discussions were frank and largely 
friendly, centering mainly on US support for and 
relations with Amnesty International, the legislative 

I — and historical background of the US human rights I 


Classification 




OPTIONAL FORM 153/ 
(Formerly FS-413A 
January 197! 
Dept, of Stat 


50153 201 



PaQe„ 


_0< 


( v tv* 
URN 


U i y w ^ I J U '1 1 

I policy, the matter of human rights as intervention in ' 

internal affairs , and US human rights policy imple- 
mentation in Argentina and beyond. 

5. Several days later, the official provided Emboffs 
with a copy of the report, which was an outline and 
summary of the US human rights policy as taken from 
quotes extracted faithfully from the USICA publications. 
The report was direct, factual and devoid of any 
comment or emotional slant. Reportedly the officials 
intend to prepare two more reports, one on the tools 
and methods foreseen by the US to implement its human 
rights policy abroad and the last on the actual steps 
taken by the US to implement its policy. Our contacts 
tell us the reports will be provided to heads of the 
country's intelligence services. 

6. The Embassy has encouraged a thorough discussion 

of our human rights policy at all levels of Argentine 

society. What is most significant to us at this 

point is the apparent time and effort being put into 

this project by the Army intelligence service to 

clarify and disseminate the US human rights policy 

and objectives to those persons most directly involved 

in the anti-subversion effort. We cannot discard 

to us 

completely, of course, that presentation/of these 


| Argentine views and projects could be>a ploy on 
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I someone ' s part to produce encouragement within the 

Embassy about human rights progress* We believe 

however at this point it is sound to accept these 
at face value: 

stirrings/ aacrpoeapoabo^x As a sign of concern among 
persons themselves engaged in the anti- subversive 
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